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Council tax help for valleys pensioners

IT WAS just one tragic soldier’s
death among the millions
slaughtered in World War II.

But a genealogist is aiming to
ensure a Cardiff man killed in a
German bombing raid doesn’t
become a forgotten casualty.

John Samuel O’Sullivan was
one of 22 men who died when a
plane dropped four high-explos-
ivebombsonhisbarracksonthe
Cornish coast.

Aged just 21, the soldier from
Grangetown had only just re-
turned from the horrors of
Dunkirk when he was killed.

Stuart Gray, 58, is on a mission
to find the families of all 22
soldiers in time for a memorial
service being held to mark the
70th anniversary of the tragedy
next June.

He said: “All I know about
John Samuel O’Sullivan is that
he was the son of Samuel Mi-

chael and Elizabeth Louisa
O’Sullivan, of Grangetown.

“I want to find his family so
they can come to the service to
pay their respects and learn a
little about what their ancestor
went through.”

Stuart’s father Andrew, who
diedthreeyearsagoaged88,had
been one of the lucky few to
survive the attack.

Stuart, of Clydebank near
Glasgow, is now hoping to track
down John’s family having
already found the Scottish and
English families of five of his
father’s comrades.

Thetroopsfromthe58thLight
Anti-Aircraft Regiment were
posted to France in May 1940 as
part of the British Expeditionary
Force. But the Allied forces in

France were soon forced to re-
treat after finding themselves
surrounded by German soldiers.

Stuart’s father and his friends
commandeered an abandoned
lifeboat but they were picked up
by a French ship and taken back
to Dunkirk After being rescued
the regiment was posted to Pen-
hale Army Camp, a small bar-
racksnearNewquayinCornwall,
to rest and regroup.

But it was not to be. On July 7,
1940, a lone German plane
dropped its deadly cargo on
them.Nineteenof the22victims
areburied inachurchyardinthe
nearby town of Perranzabuloe. It
isherethatthememorialservice
will take place.
■ If you have any inform-
ation or are related to John
Samuel O’Sullivan, contact
Clare Hutchinson on 029
2024 3642

Hunt is on for
relations of
tragic soldier

Clare Hutchinson
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Memorial to Dunkirk survivors killed in raid

Media Wales takes the plunge in
charity abseil event for Tenovus

■ Felicity Power prepares to
abseil down the Media Wales
offices in Cardiff in aid of
Tenovus PICTURE: Peter Bolter ©

Sickness-hit
pool ready
to reopen
A LEISURE centre swim-
ming pool at the centre of an
outbreak of an infectious dis-
ease is to reopen.

Merthyr Tydfil Leisure
Centre was closed in
mid-September following an
outbreak of the stomach bug
cryptosporidium.

Dr Gwen Lowe, consultant
in communicable disease con-
trol for the National Public
Health Service for Wales and
chairman of the multi-agency
outbreak control team, yes-
terday announced the re-
opening of the main pool.

The leisure and learner
pools are not likely to reopen
until the end of November.

She said: “Following an in-
vestigation into an outbreak
of cryptosporidium at Mer-
thyr Tydfil Leisure Centre,
the multi-agency outbreak
control team is satisfied that
the main pool can reopen.

“The outbreak control team
had agreed a range of meas-
ures in response to the situ-
ation which have now been
completed for the main
pool.

“The timescale for works on
the leisure and learner pools
will take longer.

“It is anticipated that these
pools will reopen by the end of
November.

“Our priority is to protect
public health and so we will
only advise on the reopening
of the leisure and learner
pools once work has been
completed.

“We would continue to urge
people who have symptoms
not to swim in any pool for two
weeks after their symptoms
have settled.”

THE moment a Cardiff-born
sub-postmaster was shot dead
as he tried to fight off armed
raiders with a cricket bat was
shown to a jury yesterday.

Graphic CCTV footage
showed a gunman cocking a
handgun before shooting
CraigHodson-Walker,29,ashe
tried to defend his parents at
their shop.

Mr Hodson-Walker, who
died after being shot through
the heart as he stood in an
aisle, was seen on the footage
striking out at the raiders
while wearing just his under-
wear.

The images also showed Mr
Hodson-Walker’s father Ken
and mother Judith attempting
to fight off the raiders at their
post office and general store in
Fairfield, Worcestershire.

The footage, which was
filmed by cameras at the store
on January 9, was shown at
Birmingham Crown Court.

After the images were
shown, prosecutor Timothy
Raggatt QC told the jury:
“You’vejustseenamanfatally
shot.”

The prosecutor added that
the gunman could be seen
cocking the pistol used to kill

Mr Hodson-Walker, who grew
up in Barry, and then to shoot
his father in the leg.

“Theseweremenwhotooka
loaded gun and made it ready
for instant use almost before
they did anything else,” Mr
Raggatt said.

The prosecutor said the foot-
age showed the gunman being
“almostushered”towardsKen
Hodson-Walker by another
member of the gang.

Hesaid:“Thegunmanmight
not have gone to shoot Ken-
neth Hodson-Walker but for
the fact that he was almost
dragged and instructed to.

“That’s teamwork and that is
a classic illustration you may
think, of joint enterprise as
well.”

The footage showed one of
the offenders smashing the
store’s till with a sledgeham-
mer.

Anselm Ribera, 34, Adrian
Snape, 25, Christopher Mor-
rissey, 32, and his 33-year-old
brother Declan Morrissey
deny Craig Hodson-Walker’s
murder and the attempted
murder of his father.

Snape, of Camelot Way,
Small Heath, Birmingham;
Christopher Morrissey, of El-
may Road, Sheldon, Birming-
ham; Declan Morrissey, of
Shirley Park Road, Shirley, So-
lihull,WestMidlands;andRib-
era, of Topfield House, Druids
Heath, Birmingham, further
deny possessing a firearm with
intent to endanger life.

Mr Raggatt told the jury:
“Youwillprobablycometothe
conclusion that this was a
planned crime.”

The prosecutor said the four
defendants worked as a team.

The Crown alleged that Rib-
era was the gunman, but that
the three other defendants
knew he was armed with the
weapon and was prepared to
use it.

Snape has admitted being
the driver of the “key vehicle”
involved in the raid, pleading
guilty to a charge of attempted
robbery. The other three de-
fendants deny the charge.

The Crown alleged that two
of the defendants, Declan and
Christopher Morrissey, had
carried out that robbery.

Both deny the charge.
Thetrialwasadjourneduntil

Monday.

Echo Reporter
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Jury shown CCTV film
of fatal post office raid

CHARITY campaigners have
raised more than £3,000 thanks
to volunteers who braved an
abseil down the home of the
Echo.

Cardiff-based cancer charity
Tenovus organised the
sponsored abseil from the roof
of the six-storey Media Wales
building in Park Street, and 20
braved the chilly weather to
complete the challenge.

The funds raised by the Big

Pink Abseil Challenge will go
towards the running of the Ten-
ovus mobile cancer unit which
took to the road earlier this year,
delivering a range of cancer ser-
vices to patients in their local
communities.

Richard Pugh, the charity’s
head of community fundraising,
said: “We were delighted with
the response and thank Media
Wales for hosting the event.
Funds raised through this will go

directly to support patients and
their families who have been
touched by cancer.”

Echo worker Linda Martin, of
Canton, said: “I was very
nervous, especially when stand-
ing on the edge of the building
andsawhowfardownitwas.But
once I started it was a thrill.”

Mike Hill, editor of the South
Wales Echo, said: “We were
more than happy to lend our
building for this worthy event.”

PENSIONERS in a town look
set to get help with their next
council tax bills.

Merthyr Tydfil council has
received a £38,518 grant
through the Welsh Assembly
Government’s Help the Pen-
sioners’ Scheme and an extra
£5,000 for administration
costs.

Councillors are being re-

commended to adopt a
scheme similar to one pro-
posed in Denbighshire,
where eligible candidates
must be over 60, on state
pension, be the council tax-
payer and not receiving coun-
cil tax benefit.

There would be no means
testing.

A maximum £75 would be

awarded to eligible Merthyr
pensioners, who would have
to apply between November
1 and February 28, 2010.

The money would then be
credited to their council tax
account before March 31.

The authority has until Oc-
tober 31 to tell the Assembly
how it wants to implement
the scheme.

CALL centre staff will find a
different use for their vocal
chords next month.

More than 40 Admiral In-
surance workers from Cardiff
are preparing to take part in a
star-studded concert.

Next month, the corporate
giant’s choir will sing at the
Royal Albert Hall in London –
on the same bill as Canadian
rocker Bryan Adams.

The talented employees will
perform a medley of pop hits
for wildlife charity, Born Free.

The Wild and Live show on
November 14 will see them
walktheredcarpetwithformer
X Factor judge Sharon Osborne
and model Rachel Hunter.

Until then, the group will
perfect their pitch during re-
hearsals in their meal breaks.

Choir leader Andrea Beard-
shaw said: “They have been
working really hard on their
harmonies for the concert.
Everyone is really excited.”

Andrea,ofSingandInspire,a
Cardiff-based corporate motiv-
ation group drafted in to whip
the singers into shape, said:
“It’s incredible to think that a
few months ago many of these
office staff didn’t realise that
they could sing, and now
they’re preparing to perform at
one of the most famous venues
around.”

Theshowwill seeCutsLikeA
Knife star Adams – and the
choir–trytoraiseenoughfunds
to help 25,000 animals.

Call of the wild has centre staff on song for a concert

■ Leading the way on the steps of Capitol Tower are, from left, Lizzie James, Joanne Gore, and Shelley Davies PICTURE: RIchard Swingler ©


